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While you may not have heard of it, the piece legislation on the agenda for this up coming 

Congressional session that may have the largest impact on your day to day life is HR 3261 entitled:  

Stop Online Policy Act (SOPA).  As the name suggest, this bills aim to put a stop online piracy, 

something that has been a serious problem for many major media companies since the late 1990s 

and early 2000s when sites such as Napster and Kazaa first popularized online piracy.  Currently 

SOPA is in markup in the House Committee on the Judiciary, and is expected to make it out of 

committee early on in this up coming Congressional session.   

While there is not currently a ton of news coverage on SOPA, it has created quite a buzz 

among tech companies and the online community due to the methods the bill proposes to use in 

order to curtail online piracy.  SOPA authorizes the United States Attorney General to seek court 

orders against websites displaying unauthorized materials or allowing the downloading of 

unauthorized materials.  Furthermore, the bill allows the holder of the intellectual property rights 

that are allegedly being infringed upon the ability to seek injunctive relief against such websites as 

well as seek injunctive relief against payment network providers, and Internet advertising services, if 

they fail to suspend their services towards such sites after being notified of the alleged breach.  

Finally, the bill requires search engines, upon being notified of alleged infringement, to prevent 

Internet users within the United States from being able to access the infringing sites.  

Many Tech companies, such as Google, Facebook, Wikipedia, Twitter, and PayPal, see such 

measures, coupled with the fact that they feel that the language of the bill is very vague, as a way for 

the government to censor the Internet, and thus limit freedom of speech.  They state that sites that 

elicit user impute, such as Facebook or Youtube would not be able to survive if such a bill were to 

pass because the whole site could be suspended if one user were to upload copyrighted materials.  

On the other hand, many older media companies, such as the major networks, Disney Comcast, and 

the NFL, feel that bills such as SOPA are necessary in order to protect their intellectual property.  

They claim that millions of jobs are lost every year because of money lost due to Internet piracy.  

They feel that as of now the Internet is akin the Wild West and that it is the duty of the United 

States government to bring some law and order to the Internet.   



Since the introduction of SOPA by Texas Representative, Lamar Smith on October 26, 

2011, there has been a large backlash against the bill.  Perhaps the strongest reaction to the bill has 

come from the online community.  After learning that popular domain registration site godaddy.com 

was in support of SOPA, a boycott of the site was started by reddit.com.  Over a two-week period 

starting December 22, approximately 100,000 domain names were transferred away from 

godaddy.com, thus causing the site to change its stance on SOPA.  Furthermore, major tech 

companies, including Wikipedia, Google, Facebook, and Twitter have threatened to take their sites 

offline for a period of time in protest of SOPA.  Opposition to SOPA has also been expressed by 

many politicians, including former Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi, former Vice President Al 

Gore, Republican presidential hopeful and Congressman Ron Paul, and former Republican 

presidential hopeful and Congresswoman Michelle Bachman.  In addition Congressman Darrell Issa, 

R CA,  has drafted has drafted a new anti-piracy bill, which has been publically supported by Google 

and Facebook, that takes a more limited approach to preventing online piracy.  While it is not clear 

what the future holds for SOPA and the movement to prevent online piracy, it is clear that this will 

be a major issue that 112th Congress will have to tackle when it returns to session later this month.   

Sources:   

 

• http://www.nytimes.com/2012/01/02/business/media/the-danger-of-an-attack-on-piracy-
online.html?_r=1 

• http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/Thomas 

• http://www.cdt.org/report/list-organizations-and-individuals-opposing-sopa 

• http://www.cnn.com/2011/11/18/tech/web/sopa-online-privacy-
backlash/index.html?iref=allsearch 

• http://techland.time.com/2012/01/05/sopa-what-if-google-facebook-and-twitter-went-
offline-in-protest/ 

• http://www.cnn.com/2012/01/06/tech/web/sopa-web-piracy-act/index.html 

• http://www.thedomains.com/2012/01/06/2-weeks-of-sopa-the-actual-godaddy-numbers-
100k-domains-transferred-out-117k-domains-transferred-in/ 

• https://sites.google.com/site/boycottsopasponsors/home/list-of-supporters-and-sponsors 

• http://www.sopaopera.org/ 


